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DOLPHIN AND ESTUARINE HEALTH WORKING GROUP 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.12 pm]: Last year following an 
investigation into dolphin deaths in the Swan Canning Riverpark in 2007 and 2009, the government established 
an 11-member Dolphin and Estuarine Health Working Group chaired by Western Australia’s Chief Scientist 
Professor Lyn Beazley. The community and state government place considerable importance on the health of 
dolphins and of estuaries. Today I am pleased to inform the house that the working group has presented its report 
and recommendations, which I released on Monday, 10 October. The report has highlighted the need to look for 
more cohesive research arrangements to underpin estuary health across the state. It also sets out a range of 
recommendations, including the appointment of an internationally recognised marine mammal expert to lead a 
team of scientists to develop sound management practices for dolphin populations in south west estuaries. It is 
clear from the findings of the working group that we need more information about dolphin populations and the 
estuaries they live in. To this end, we have already commenced a detailed assessment of the size and structure of 
the dolphin population in the Swan Canning Riverpark. This is another example of the government’s 
commitment to ensuring the survival of these iconic dolphins, which are close to the hearts of many Western 
Australians. The report also has identified the need to look at the issues of dolphin health and estuary health 
separately, as a healthy dolphin population is not always a reliable indicator of a healthy estuary. The working 
group noted that elsewhere in the world there are examples of healthy estuaries that do not host dolphins, and of 
stressed estuaries that do. I have asked my environment and water departments to work together to further 
consider and advise me on how to best address the report’s recommendations. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my predecessor, Hon Donna Faragher, for her vigilance and 
initiative on this important issue; Professor Beazley for her unwavering commitment and enthusiasm; the 
members of the working group and the wider scientific community for their contributions to this report; and the 
earlier investigation of the dolphin deaths that was coordinated by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. The Dolphin and Estuarine Health Working Group’s report is available on the DEC website. 
 


